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Abstract
A proper system of pathway to excellence in the sporting achievement is the important element towards international success. After recognizing the resources within the National Tennis Organization, a strategy has been recognized to draw a road map towards producing world class tennis players. Therefore, a High Performance Infrastructure (HPI) has been developed through studies and observations from other successful tennis nations in order to raise the standard of tennis in the country. There are five development phases of HPI which are Talent Identification, Talent Honing, International Exposure, Back up Squad and National Squad. The HPI will become the blue print in the development of tennis in Malaysia at least for the next 3 years and will provide guidelines in various tennis activities and programs. There will be no guarantee of success but the ultimate goal of HPI is to produce a regular pool of world class Back-up and National Players every year. In the first phase, more tournaments will be organized at state and national level in order to have a proper ranking system and to identify talented players. Second phase is to select top players from the ranking system to attend a centralized high performance training sessions or elite camps which will be conducted regularly to hone identified talents through the establishment of National Tennis Academy and twinning programs with international tennis academies. In the third phase, the elite players will be sent to participate in the international tournaments for high level exposure and to raise the standard of their games. In the fourth phase, players who have shown potential at international standard will be absorbed into a National back up squad and will be sent to tournaments at higher grades and also will attend regular training at world class training center. Ultimately, best players will be selected in the final phase to represent country in the Sea Games, Asian Games, Davis Cup, Federation Cup and even at Olympic Games with the potential of winning medals which will be the key indicators of success of the development phases in the High Performance Infrastructure (HPI).
